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achieved today in the field of Sarode, is mainly due to those two great Maestros, through their blessings,

painstaking efforts and wonderful method ol teaching.

Before I finish this article, I feel it is one ol my solemn duties to point out to the readers, the change

of attitude noticeable amongsl the musicians of today towards music. The old masters believed
passionately that excellences in musical pedormance lay in strict conlormity to the traditional concept

and orthodox lorms of Raga-Sangeet. A Raga, to them, was a symbol of eternal beauty, realised and

realisable. Music being the vehicle of a Raga, there was hardly any room for self-expression in the

name ol creative inspiration. By creation they really meant a sort of ritualistic invocation to their favourite

Music. According to them, therefore, the presentation of music must be as systematic and thorough as

possible and appropriate techniques should be applied to that extent only, which was essential for the

creation of purest form of music. Their approach to music was more of a Devotee than a Creator, and

they sacrificed their individuality to the sacred alter of Raga-Sangeet. lt is in this sell surrender and not

in super-imposition ol their personalities that they found their highest fulfilment in Art.

The present-day attitude, however, is quite different. Modern artists believe more in technical

innovations and new art-forms than mere conformity to age-old traditions of Raga-Sangeet. Deviation

from tradition, according to them, is no sin if it adds lustre to ihe existing forms. A Raga is not a living

organism, but just an artistic symbol without any form. lt is the artist who gives form and infuses life to

a Raga and in so doing the arlist must be allowed his unquestionable prerogative of individualism. Art in

itself has no meaning, if it does not help the artist in realisation of his own personality through creation.

Hedonism and not Self-negation, is the basic principle of modern Musical Art.

Thus, while the old masters concerned themselves with the realisation of pure beauty in Ad, the

modern artists are primarily satisfied with creating beauty through Art. To the old masters technique was

just a means to an end, the end being the realisation of eternal beauty in Art, which transcends all

techniques. Techniques to the modern artist is not only a means but also an end in itself, the end being

the creation of beauty in Art, which is imminent with and not independent of technique.

Here ends the story of my Ustad. My respectlul Pronams to him with all the humility I have at my

command.
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Receiving Honour from Chinese Premier
Chou En Lai during visit to China

Receiving the Sangeet Natak Academy Award
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